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A ñRoutineò Incident  

ÁMarch 9, 1998 at 2:10 p.m. ï Raining, wet roadways 

ÁVehicle on PA Turnpike lost control and slid into a 
drainage ditché 911 is called 

 

Photo Courtesy of the Lionville Fire Company (PA) 4H-2 



A ñRoutineò Incident ï Aftermath 

Photo Courtesy of the Lionville Fire Company (PA) 4H-3 



A ñRoutineò Incident ï Aftermath 

ÁEight firefighters and 

two EMTs were struck 

by the 18-wheeler as it 

slid into the incident 

scene 

ÁOne firefighter killed 

ÁNine other responders  

seriously injured 

Photo Courtesy of the Lionville Fire Company (PA) 4H-4 



Lesson Objectives 

At the conclusion of this lesson, 

participants will be able to: 

1. Differentiate between Move It and Work It 

incidents. 

2. State the MUTCD definition of safe-position 

and describe blocking. 

3. Define Lane +1 blocking and describe the 

need for it. 

4. Describe safe practices for working around 

or avoiding the zero buffer. 
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The Why? 

ÁWe lose one emergency service worker every 

other week on the roadway that is outside of 

the vehicle. 

 

ÁEven more are injured every day. 

 

ÁTo help make responders more aware of the 

new techniques and training that is available. 
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ñFirefighters responding to calls 

need to operate as if someone 

is trying to run them over.ò 
     -James Joyce 

     Commissioner, Chicago FD 
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Safe-Positioned ï MUTCD Definition 

The positioning of emergency 
vehicles at an incident in a 
manner that attempts to: 

4H-8 

1. Protect the responders 

performing their duties 

 

2. Protect road users traveling 

through the incident scene  

 

3. Minimize, to the extent practical, 

disruption of the adjacent traffic 

flow 



MUTCD Duration Classes 

ÁMinor: Usually less than 30 minutes 

ÁOne incident lane 

ÁOnly requires flashing warning lights. 

ÁIntermediate: Usually 30 min to 2 hrs duration 

ÁRequiring lane diversion 

ÁUpstream warning devices 

ÁTapering of lanes with cones 

ÁMajor: usually 2 hours or more 

ÁRoadway closure 

ÁFull set-up 
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Types of Incidents: 



Minor 
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ÅUsually less then 30 minutes 

 

ÅCar stops 

 

ÅDisabled vehicles 

 



Intermediate 

ÁUsually 30 minutes to 2 hours in duration 

ÁRequires upstream notification 

ÁRequires lane diversion 
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